Science for families
Pet project

@ At least 20 minutes % Paper, pens, markers,

Preparation

* Decide on a pet the student can observe (the child's pet, or a pet of a
friend/relative that can be observed via a video call)

* Print/ copy the task sheet OR create a copy on A4 paper or in a scrapbook.

Description

1.5tudent observes a pet for as long as they can e.g. 10 minutes, or

several times over a day or a week.

2.5tudent creates an ideas map by writing and drawing observations
about a pet, including where and when the pet sleeps, how the pet
interacts with other members of the family, who looks after the

pet, what the pet eats and drinks, usual and unusual habits of the

pet.

Optional: take photos of the pet exhibiting different behaviours (eating,
drinking, playing etc)
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Low to medium
level of supervison

Biotogicat
sciences

Internet and camera
access are optional

yﬁ\ yﬁ\ indoors

v (Outdoors optional)

Purpose

e Observe characteristics of a pet.

e Record and discuss ideas about the needs of animals.

Animals, including humans, need oxygen 1o hve. Land animals get oxygen from air. AQuatic
animals uss oxyEen that is dissolved in the water thay lve in. Amimals need a saurce of foad.
Ths providas them with energy and Nutrients 10 maintain their bodias. This MaiNtenance
includes repairing and duplicating csils. Animaic can gat some water from their food but
useally need 10 ke N witer sepamialy if this 1S insufficent. Depending on the amimal and
the emaronmant thay ive in, thiey might aico need shalter. All animals need space in which to

exist and growd, They aiso nead room to maove and an enwronmment in wivch o find ther
sustenance

Humans are classified Dy SCIOMIStS as Mammas, which are part of the animal HNQoom.

While thers dre differances Detween Numans and othar animals, it is important 10 recognice
that there are Qi=C many simikanties

EXAMPLE:
Information for parents about animals and what they need to survivi
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Science for families
Pet project

Before the task

¢ Explain that the student will use drawings and words to record their observations

and information about a pet.

If you don't have a pet, discuss how best to approach this task e.g. you might ask a

family member to connect via video and watch footage of their pet on a device.

- If you have more than one pet, agree on which pet will be best suited to be

observed e.g. you might choose the pet that is active and responsive so that lots of

observations can be made.

» Ask students what they think the pet needs to stay alive. Support the student to
write or draw their responses.

¢ |ust like scientists would before working with animals, discuss a ‘code of
conduct’ for example: look and don't touch, leave the pet if it is sleeping, wash your

hands before and after touching the pet, be gentle with the pet.

Explore some more

Observe other animals. Some Australian zoos have set live stream cameras

Z0os Victoria hrtps.//www 700 org au/animals-at-home/

Taronga Z00s https://taronga.org au/taronga-tv

2005 SA hitps:/Www.Z00552.COm.au/z00-Lo-you/

¢+ Draw a table with two columns with the headings 'Pet’ and ‘Person’. Support students to write and
draw their responses to ‘What do you think they need to stay alive?. Wherever possible, use
pictures to illustrate text to support literacy learning.

* Buiding on students’ observations about the needs of the pet, ask them to create (or to help an
adult create) a family pet care roster for tasks such as refilling the pet’s water. refllling the

pet's, focd and cleaning the pet's shelter.

A Be aware of student allergies to certain animals

SAFETY

Www.primaryconnections.org.au

Biological
sciences

After the task

» When students have created an ideas map about the pet (see task
sheet), discuss:

- What do you think the pet needs to stay alive?

- Why do you think it need those things?

- What do you think would happen if it didn't have those things?

- Is there anything else you think the pet needs to stay alive?

- How does it keep safe?

Students can add to their ideas map if new ideas are discussed.
You may wish to share your ideas map, observations, and

the photos and drawings of your pet with others (classmates,
teacher, family members).

EXAMPLE:

What do they need 4o stay adve? A sample of a 'Pet’

Pet Devson #nd Person' table.

water db lood
food a hous
‘y%o et
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Pet project
jName: S Da_t-e_ T

Introducing ‘Pet project’ task
Students will be exploring the needs of living things in the context of a pet.

Students wili learn about the pets that they have at home, or observe a
relative’s of friend’s pet via video call.

Tasks to do
Each student will record information about a pet on an Ideas Map, such as:

drawings of their pet

where and when the pet sleeps

how the pet interacts with other members of the family
who looks after the pet

what the pet eats and drinks Images

unusual habits of the pet. © Australian Academy of Science

If possible, please take photographs of the pet, including its space for feeding and rest.

WwwW DTIMaryCconnections.org.au ) % o’ Academy of
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Ideas map: about a pet

i Name: J Date:

{Draw more circles as required)
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Science for families Physical

sciences

Push-pull pursuit

. [/ |/ .
At least 10 minutes General household Medium level of /\ /\ Can be done indoors Internet and camera
equipment needed supervison v and outdoors

access are optional

Preparation Purpose
e Print/ copy the task sheet OR

* To identify pushes and pulls at home, share learning experiences,

» Create a copy on A4 paper or in a scrapbook and record words students know or learn about how objects move.

. . Push Pull
Description

- M | EXAMPLE:
{ ru!rq Hye, button e e ?u\ux he Wrtep =pv_ § A'Push pull pursuit’ task

Hemate. . | sheet completed at home.

il

1.Students explore objects around the home that need to be

pushed or pulled to make them move. Some pushes and pulls that

might happen at home include: a wheelbarrow being pushed along

in the garden, doors that open or close when they are pushed or

pulled, or zippers on clothing being pulled up or down.

2.5tudents create a summary of objects using Push and Pult as Unpddsd pusied e Rs¥nd pued o pyg leesn f
categories by completing the ‘Push pull pursuit' task sheet. o e e
\s”r;
Ny
=7
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Science for families
Push-pull pursuit

Before the task

» Find out what students think they know about how objects move.
You may wish to use these questions to guide you.
How do you think objects move?
What might we do to make objects move?
- What do you think happens when objects move?
- How might we describe how objects move?
View the video ‘Pushing and pulling’ (3:18) with the student;

http://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/32044/pushin

g-and-pulling

Discuss what the student thinks they know about the pushes and
pulls in the video.

Explain the Push-pull pursuit task by brainstorming places that
could be investigated such as, the kitchen, the backyard, the living
room, while on a walk, in a car, on a bike, pram or scooter.

Explore some more

Explore some toys - What different ways can you push or pull toys
to make them move from one place to another? Use pictures and
words to show what you did.

After the task

e You may like to re-view the video (optional).

Physical
sciences

Using the compieted task sheet, discuss the pushes and pulls
identified by the students.
Create a list of words used or heard in a scrapbook or other,
You may wish to use these questions to guide you.

- What was your favourite thing about this activity?

- What did you find challenging or tricky?
- What pushes did you notice?

- What can you tell me about these?

- What pulls did you notice?

- What can you tell me about these?

- What else did you notice during the Push pull pursuit?
- How do you think objects move?

You may wish to share the sheet with others.

Push or pufl

Example

Pull {contact force)

Opening a door townrds you

Push (contact force)

Throwing a bali

Pull (gravity) Dropping a pen
Pull {magnetic force) Magnet attaching to a fridge
Pull {contact force) Towing a car

Push and pull {contact forces)

Twisting a tap on.

EXAMPLE:

A table of some common
examples of pushes and
pulls,

Ask students to be careful while they are investigating and not to push or pull things that are fragile and/or t00 heavy or dangerous, such as chemical containers, tools or

sAFETY  appliances.

Www.primaryconnections.org.au
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Science for families

Information note for families

J Name: [ Date:

ok _ o Ll s |

—_ ——— e

The ‘Push pull pursuit’ task

During our science time at home, we will be observing how a push or a pull
affects the way an object moves. We will learn new words and share our
ideas, thinking and learning.

Some pushes and pulls that might happen at home include: a wheelbarrow
being pushed along in the garden, doors that open or close when they are
pushed or pulled, or zippers on clothing being pulled up or down.

We will complete the resource sheet ‘Push pull pursuit’. We will draw (or
photograph) at least two objects at home being pulled to move and two
objects at home being pushed to move.

Optional: We might share the completed activity with our teacher or
classmates.

® Australian Academy of Science

o
»
www.primarycorznemons.org.au ‘*Wd’v'mtw Jraliate



Science for families

Push-pull pursuit

I
Date:

e = o |

Name:

Find objects that you push or pull to make them move.

Write, draw or take a photo of what you find. Add it to the T-chart below.
Push Pull

-
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READ THE STORY, THEN SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER.
(storv1

See the cat

I can see the cat.
The cat is fat.

The cat has a hat.

2

I can see the

il

The cat is

3)

The cat has a

| N
C ball Jj

Comprehension Possages = A = 978-1-76020-976 6 4 Reading Q)1 © Blake eleoming




READ THE STORY, THEN SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER.
(.f"
STORY 2 )

The van
I can see the van.
The cat is in the van.
The cat had a nap in the van.

) ( car )
I can see the | Cvan )

( tree )
K, ([ cat )
In the van is a | C pan )

(_pat )
8 " hat )
The cat had a ( nap )
( bee ))

Comprehension Passages » A » 978-1-76020-976-6



READ THE STORY, THEN SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER.

rSTORYSJ

Bob

I am Bob.

Bob can hop.

Bob can see the cat.

)

I am

Bob can see the

Comprehiension Pussages » A » 978-1-76020-976-6



READ THE STORY, THEN SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER.

-

S This is the princess
@ and this is her horse.
- This is the prince and

His or hers?

this is his game.

The princess has a Chorse)

Cgame)

C ring )

2)

The prince has a (horse)

Cgame)

C ring )

3)

%

e likes

Cher)

game. (it's )

C his )/

Comprehenston Passages s A » 978-1-76020-976 6
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READ THE STORY, THEN SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER.

(ST ORY ZBJ

Pink rocks
= - Look at my bag of rocks.
et They are for my fish.
- They are little and pink.

I got a bag of .Crocks )

2) ( socks )

The rocks are for my ( rocks )

3) C fish )

The rocks are little and Cpink )

—
C b | )
Comprehension Possages » A ¢ 578-1-76020-976 oding B © Bloke eteoming




READ THE STORY, THEN SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER.

STORYZJ

229 Harry is a horse.
" He can run and jump.
- Heis a very happy horse.

Harry is a

(bossg)
g junp
C horse)

2)

Harrg can run and

(swim )
(Jump )
( very )

#)

He is very

( jolly )

(happy\

Comprehension Possages * A ¢ §78-1-76020-976-6



